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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
Hello All,

3527 S. Airport Rd.
Bartonville, IL 61607
Phone: (309) 697-3822
E-mail: alpha@alphaprk.org
Website: alphapark.org

Current Library Hours
(subject to change)

Monday-Friday
Saturday
Sunday

10-6
10-5
CLOSED

Board Meetings
Monday, September 21, 7 p.m.
Monday, October 19, 7 p.m.
Monday, November 16, 7 p.m.

Library Closings
Monday, September 7
Wednesday, September 30
Wednesday, November 25,
at 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, November 26

Find us at:
Alpha Park Public Library
Alpha_Park_Library
Alpha Park Library

free

It has been a whirlwind lately. I hope everyone is staying safe and using this
time to connect with loved ones and family. I recently was able to attend a Zoom
meeting with relatives I haven’t seen in decades. It’s nice to know that through
all these changes we are all still able to connect in small ways to each other.
Speaking of changes, as you all know we were able to reopen to the public with
a few modifications in place to ensure the safety and well-being of staff and
patrons. We have adjusted our hours of operation as follows:
Monday-Friday: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Face coverings are required when visiting the library, and we ask all patrons to
follow proper hand hygiene guidelines by washing their hands and using
sanitizer frequently. We will offer curbside service options to those unable to
wear a face covering or who feel more comfortable avoiding public spaces
during this time.
During our closure to the public, your library was able to rearrange the
downstairs area. This helped create more space in order to grow and expand to
our current collection. We’ve also highlighted medical information and financial
information by implementing a special section for these items across from the
“New Nonfiction” shelves. We are currently working on a way to make these
sections more easily accessible and welcome any feedback.
Finally, we have changes that impact our in-house services. Due to local
government and health regulations, public meeting spaces will continue to be
closed and we are unable to offer in-person programming. This has been a big
disappointment for all of us. Programming is one of the things we love most
about what we do; however, we’re working to build our virtual platform to bring
fresh content to our patrons. Finally, we are unable to take donations until
further notice. All these services will remain unavailable until we are able to
move into the next phase.
We certainly appreciate all the support and kind words we have received from
our community. Your library will keep working to support you and bring you the
best services we can in these uncertain times.
Sincerely,
Melissa Sierra

THANK YOU TO OUR SUMMER READING PARTNERS & READERS!

Although we were not able to do our usual fanfare, we are really proud of your efforts to participate with us.

Raffle Basket Winners
Mercy Dringenberg
Zyana Anderson
Jennifer Strickler
Maliyah Caldwell

Josie Parker
Gideon Havenga
Luke Alberts
Elli McLaughlin
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FALL STORYHOURS

Beginning September 1, storyhour videos will be posted on YouTube every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. A link to
each video will also be posted weekly on the library's social media pages.

Raising Readers

This storyhour is intended for children up to 3-yearsold. It will include books, rhymes, songs, and
movement designed to foster interaction with a
caregiver and support reading readiness skills.

Mini Melodies

Mini Melodies is designed to support our pre- and
beginning readers aged 3-6, but many older readers
will love it as well! We'll have stories, songs,
movement, and a simple, weekly themed craft.

Storyhour Kits
available from the Youth Services Desk or curbside by request
Are you planning to storyhour from home with us this fall? If so, you need a storyhour kit! Kits include a bean bag,
glue stick, crayon pack, and a scarf. We will use these materials during our online storyhours.
Any printables will be linked on our social media and available for pick up from the Youth Services Desk or curbside
service (call to request).

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
Youth Book Club

Construction Club

Ready to read something new? Join us on Zoom as we
discuss a new youth book each month. Titles are
available at the checkout desk one month before the
event. Zoom links will be available on our website
alphapark.org and our social media pages.

Construction Club gets even more creative! Use what
you have on hand to create an item on theme. You
can use Legos, clay, food, paper-it's all up to you!
Share the image of your creation on our Facebook
Event page. The day after the due date, a winner will
be drawn to win a classic Lego Kit!

Mondays, Sept. 21, Oct. 19, and Nov. 23, 3 p.m.

Sept: New Kid by Jerry Craft
Oct: Bunnicula by James Howe
Nov: The Willoughbys by Lois Lowry

Spooky Stories with Mike Anderson

Entries due Sept. 30, Oct. 30, and Nov. 30

Sept: Favorite Cartoon Character
Oct: Pumpkins
Nov: Mustaches

Available Oct. 9-31

Treasured Illinois storyteller Mike Anderson has
created a 'just spooky enough' experience for our
young friends and their families. Go to alphapark.org
or our social media pages during the dates listed to
watch his recorded spooky story show. It will only be
available October 9-31, so don't wait to watch!

Women's Suffrage Anniversary Series
Tuesdays, Sept. 1, 8, & 15

Watch our social media pages for special content
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the 19th
amendment, which enacted women's constitutional
right to vote. Each week we will share content
highlighting this movement, from the history to the
current state of women's rights, and what your library
offers to help you learn more.
Sept 1: SHE RESISTED: An Interactive Experience
Sept 8: V is for Vote: An Election Primer for New
Voters Zoom Event
Sept 15: Isn't the Vote Enough? The 100 Year Fight for
the Equal Rights Amendment Podcast Collection

Kids Vote!

Voting open Oct. 5-Nov. 3
Kids, come get the voting experience early. Review
some of your favorite character's platforms and
determine who wins your coveted vote. Did Curious
George earn your respect? Is he overshadowed by
Fancy Nancy's goals? Voting is available in person up in
our Youth Services Department or on alphapark.org.
Vote and pick up some information about how our
government was formed.

1,000 BOOKS BEFORE KINDERGARTEN
Email or stop by the library to register your young child.
You will get a tracking sheet and app tips for recording
your reading together. Your reader will receive prizes
along their journey and we will celebrate our graduates
at a special event each year. You'll be amazed at how
quickly 1,000 books flies by.
Come by the library to get started today!

TEEN PROGRAMS
Teen Make-It/Take-It Crafts

Saturdays, Sept. 12, Oct. 10, & Nov. 14 at 1:00 p.m. on Facebook Live
Pick up prepacked kits two weeks before the live event. Work along with us to create something new.
Sept: Survival Bracelet
Oct: Basic Macrame Hanger
Nov: Wrapped Earbuds or Headphones
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Are you eLearning or homeschooling this year?
We're compiling a resource page to support you.
Watch our website for more details!

ADULT PROGRAMS
How-To Tech

Fluid Painting

Each month, we'll present a video demonstrating
how to use a specific type of technology or
application. Videos will be uploaded to our
Facebook and YouTube pages on the last Monday
of the month.

We’ll share a video giving you step-by-step instructions
on how to make your very own fluid painting creation.
A supply list will be provided one week before the
video is posted to our Facebook and YouTube pages.

All Booked Up @ APL

Simply Sketching with Kristen Woodley

Book Club has gone virtual! We will select a book and
meet monthly via Zoom. We will also have an online
Bookclubz page where you can message the group,
suggest books, and continue discussion. Go to
bit.ly/3iwL5Kg to join our All Booked Up @APL
Bookclubz page. If you are a newcomer to Zoom, we
can walk you through how to use it at the library.

Watch and learn from guest instructor Kristen
Woodley as she demonstrates beginning sketching
techniques. Make sure to watch her sketching videos
each week for the months of September, October, and
November and develop your sketching skills.

Mondays, Sept. 28, Oct. 26, and Nov. 30

Thursdays, Sept. 10, Oct. 8, and Nov. 12, 2:30-3:30 p.m.

Sept: Gone the Next by Ben Rehder (free on the Kindle app)
Oct: The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas
Nov: Nobody Will Tell You This But Me by Bess Kalb

Fresh Finds Fridays @ APL
Fridays, Sept. 4, Oct. 2, and Nov. 6

Join Adult Services Librarians Kimie and Danielle on
the first Friday of the month for Fresh Finds! Discover
the latest materials available to patrons in this newly
created virtual series. Videos will be uploaded to our
Facebook and YouTube pages.

Wednesday, Sept. 23

Every Wednesday, beginning Sept. 9 through Nov. 25

Virtual Crafternoon Delight

Thursdays, Sept. 17, Oct. 15, and Nov. 19
Crafty people (and not-so crafty people), things may
look different but we're still creating at APL! Each
month, we'll post a no-stress themed crafting video on
our Facebook and YouTube pages suitable for any skill
level. We'll also post the craft supply list on our
Facebook page one week before each video is
uploaded. Show off your skills by sharing an image of
your craft on the Facebook Event page to be entered
into a raffle for a prize. Tune in and get crafting!
Sept: Falling Leaves Window Decor
Oct: "Thankful" String Art Decor
Nov: Charming Pine-cone Tree
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